




Obama’s Global 
Climate Forum 
backs 50by50

The Major Economies Forum (MEF) 
has endorsed the Global Fuel Econo-
my Initiative’s (GFEI) ’50 by 50’ cam-
paign in a new technology action plan 
for ‘advanced vehicles’ launched in 
conjunction with UN sponsored cli-
mate change summit in Copenhagen. 

The MEF highlighted the GFEI 50 by 50 
campaign as an example of individual 
and collective country actions that can 
help overcome market barriers and re-
alise the potential of advance vehicles.  
The MEF is a group of 17 developed 
and developing economies instigated 
by the US government earlier in 2009, 
which subsequently met alongside this 
year’s G8 summit in Italy.

President Barack Obama has made 
the MEF a priority and following the re-

port launch on 14 December he asked 
his Energy Secretary Steven Chu to 
intensify cooperation with his coun-
terparts both in MEF countries and 
around the world.

In listing support for the GFEI as the 
2nd of its key recommendations, the 
MEF report said: “The 50 by 50 Global 
Fuel Economy Initiative (GFEI) being 
promoted by the IEA and its partners 
is an example of a mechanism with 
an ambitious long-term target that 
could focus discussion on advanced 
vehicles and fuels within the 
international community. Such basic 
coordination helps ensure the health of 
the international automotive industry, 
which faces a global market and has 
important implications for individual 
economies. Thus, MEF countries may 

wish to promote or facilitate these 
exchanges.” 

MEF is tasked with encouraging the 
development and deployment of low-
carbon and climate-friendly technolo-
gies. Alongside the US, the participat-
ing governments are Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 
Russia, South Africa, South Korea, 
and the UK. The EU Commission, 
Sweden as EU President, and Den-
mark as host of the UN climate change 
summit are also participating. 

The 50 by 50 campaign was praised 
by the MEF in its report which said it 
could “establish an ambitious over-
all goal for MEF countries.” Key rec-
ommendations from the GFEI were 
endorsed by the MEF. “Achieving 
ambitious, yet realistic, fuel economy 
targets is especially important in de-
veloping countries, since most new ve-
hicles in the world will be bought and 
operated in these countries by 2050,” 
said the report. Overall, the MEF said 
that fuel economy improvements out-
lined by the 50 by 50 campaign are 
likely to result in at least a stabilisation 
of CO2 emissions from the global car 
fl eet.

International 
agencies launch 
50% global fuel 
economy plan at 
Geneva Motor Show
March 25th 2009

Speaking at the launch:

Nobuo Tanaka, Executive Director IEA 
said: “We have to fi nd ways to recon-
cile legitimate aspirations for mobility, 
an ambitious reduction in CO2 from 
cars worldwide, and global economic 
recovery. 

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary 
General and UNEP Executive Direc-
tor said: “Copenhagen must agree a 
deep, decisive and comprehensive 
deal to lift the threat of global warm-
ing from the lives of billions of people. 
Transport is a crucial sector in this 

transformation to a low carbon, green 
economy. ”

Jack Short, Secretary General ITF 
said: “The Global Fuel Economy Initia-
tive provides a much needed roadmap 
for action both now and in the long 
term.”

David Ward, Director General FIA 
Foundation said: “This initiative can 
have a huge impact on the motoring 
public. Through tax incentives and in-
formation campaigns it would help en-
courage consumer demand for more 
fuel effi cient cars. This is not an agen-
da for some point far off in the future. 
Our 50% fuel effi ciency target requires 
us to change direction and take impor-
tant actions right now.”

ACTIONS FOR 2010

• Developing regional as-
sessments and organising 
launches in Central and East-
ern Europe, Latin America, 
Africa and the Middle East 
– towards political engage-
ment with regional groupings 
and individual countries.

• Starting four national pi-
lot projects in different re-
gions world wide to support 
countries with the develop-
ment of national fuel econ-
omy policies. Initiatives will 
also include an interac-
tive toolkit for fuel econ-
omy policy development.

• Developing a fuel econ-
omy information data-
base, information ma-
terials and our website 
www.50by50campaign.org

• Hosting our annual Round-
table event in May.



Who are the secretariat?

Sheila Watson
Executive Secretary

Beatrice de Techtermann
Logistics Offi cer

50by50 Campaign
Global Fuel Economy Initiative
60 Trafalgar Square
London WC2N 5DS
United Kingdom
+44 (0)207 930 3882 (t) +44 (0)207 930 3883 (f)

Who are the partners?

The Global Fuel Economy Initiative (GFEI) is a partner-
ship of four organizations – IEA, ITF, UNEP and FIA 
Foundation – which seeks to promote the potential of 
a substantial but attainable improvement in vehicle fuel 
economy as a contribution to the debates on how we 
might address climate change, energy security and 
more sustainable mobility on a global basis.

Support our campaign

Global action needed now to promote 
greater fuel effi ciency

We face a massive challenge to address the issue of 
man-made climate change, and in particular, the role 
which transport plays within that. With a global car fl eet 
predicted to triple by 2050 - over 80% of that in the de-
veloping world - and now, with a global economy facing 
huge diffi culties, we have to fi nd a way to reconcile legiti-
mate aspirations for mobility, an ambitious reduction in 
CO2 from cars worldwide, and global economic recovery.

We believe that a move across the global fl eet towards 
far better fuel economy at a scale which is already tech-
nically achievable, could save over 6 billion barrels of oil 
per year by 2050, and close to half of CO2 emissions 
from cars, as well as generate signifi cant local air pollu-
tion benefi ts - and all using existing, cost-effective tech-
nologies. This is simply too good to ignore.

We want to:

• promote further research, discussion and action to 
improve fuel economy worldwide 

• work with Governments in developing policies to 
encourage fuel economy improvement for vehicles 
produced or sold in their countries 

• support regional awareness initiatives that provide 
consumers and decision makers with the informa-
tion they need to make informed choices.

Join our campaign at www.50by50campaign.org

Upcoming GFEI events

8-9 March 2010, Mexico City
Latin American Symposium

5-6 May 2010, Budapest
Central and Eastern European 50by50 Symposium

25 May 2010, Leipzig
50by50 Roundtable

Contact us

Email: info@50by50campaign.org

Web: www.50by50campaign.org

Blog: 50by50campaign.blogspot.com

Twitter: www.twitter.com/50by50campaign

FIA Foundation
60 Trafalgar Square
London WC2N 5DS
United Kingdom
www.fi afoundation.org

International Energy Agency
9, rue de la Fédération
Paris 75015
France
www.iea.org

Centre of the OECD and the 
International Transport Forum
2 rue André Pascal
F-75775 PARIS CEDEX 16
France
www.internationaltransportforum.org

United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP)
P.O.Box 30552 
Nairobi
Kenya
www.unep.org/PCFV


